
SPRING/SUMMER 2016 
CREATING COMMUNITY-BASED SOLUTIONS 

 UPCOMING EVENTS  

 SRWC Board Meetings - 11:00 a.m. at Bob’s Ranch House. Join us the second Tuesday of every  

 month for SRWC updates and new watershed related presentations at each meeting. 

 The Siskiyou RCD meets the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00pm in Etna City Hall.  
*** If you would like to be added to our email Scott River Watershed Events Calendar, email us!! 

…...and The Bad 

Leafy Spurge (Euphorbia esula) is an invasive weed to Siskiyou County. It can 

grow up to 3 feet tall with yellow-green flowers, bluish-green leaves and the 

entire plant contains a milky sap. This perennial reproduces through its exten-

sive root stalks and seed capsules that can explode and project up to 20 feet. 

It is inedible and often toxic to animals including deer, elk, cattle and horses. 

Sheep and goats not only can palate it but also can be used to help eradi-

cate Leafy Spurge. Manual removal of the weed is made difficult by the root 

system and must be cultivated twice in fall or every 2 weeks during the entire 

growing season. Mowing can reduce the plant above ground but can in-

crease underground development so it is not recommended. Burning is not 

effective in controlling the weed. Goats are most effective since they tend to 

graze spurge regardless of plant density, while sheep consume less spurge as 

its density in the vegetation declines. Sheep also may take two to three weeks 

before beginning to feed on spurge, while goats begin immediately. Unfortu-

nately, both sheep and goats can pass viable leafy spurge seeds through their 

digestive systems, so animals that have been feeding in areas with flowering or 

fruiting leafy spurge should be confined for four to five days before being al-

lowed into spurge-free areas. Sowing perennial grasses after tilling can reduce 

leafy spurge populations as much as 80 percent.  

 Mayflies are a key provider of nutrients to multiple 

species during all stages of their life. They are eaten by 

snails, fish (especially trout, making them a favorite for fly 

fisherman to mock), frogs and birds, just to mention a 

few. Mayflies themselves are opportunistic generalists, 

which means they eat what they can, when they can 

and feed off algae. Fun fact: they are named Mayfly 

due to the fact that the adults often emerge during the 

month of May. They are also very sensitive to pollution 

making them an indicator species for an unhealthy envi-

ronment. 

Featured Flora and Fauna– The Good …. 
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 For the last 35 years, Rick and Nancy Meredith have developed and run a wildlife rehabili-

tation facility from their home in Fort Jones, CA. The Wildlife Rescue Center is a non-profit de-

signed to allow wildlife a second chance. Their business is permitted by California Department of 

Fish and Wildlife and US Fish and Wildlife Services. Not only are the qualifications to obtain these 

permits quite extensive, but Rick and Nancy have carried over a great deal from their personal 

experiences, Rick having been both a biologist and active in veterinarian medicine, and Nancy 

working for years in the nutrition world.  

 While a huge part of the Merediths’ work is directly dedicated to taking in injured and mal-

nourished wildlife, they have also become an irreplaceable source of knowledge and infor-

mation source for the general public.   They often are giving advice on the importance to re-

member that even though young birds may seem to be stranded and in need, they are more 

than likely just out of the nest and still being taken care of by is to leave it be or try and move it 

to a nearby safe location.   A common misconception is when a baby bird is moved, the par-

ents will abandon it due to the smell left after a human touches it.   This is not necessary true as-

many birds have a very minimal sense of smell, if 

any at all, so if it benefits the animal to relocate it 

to safety, then don’t be afraid to move it.  The 

Wildlife Rescue Center is equipped to rehabilitate 

a number of animals with some limitations. Unfortu-

nately, the Merediths are not able to take deer in 

since they require a very specific facility. The ma-

jority of the animals they receive are birds of prey, 

specifically Red Tailed Hawks and Barn Owls. 

Among the injuries the Wildlife Rescue Center sees, 

there is a great deal of starvation in first year birds.  

 

One of the animals 

that they currently 

are taking care of is a baby great horned owl. This little one will 

stay with them until it is healthy enough to be released.  

 

The Wildlife Rescue Center is unable to accept volunteers. 

However, donations are always gratefully appreciated and 

can be sent to their address at 221 Chaparral Rd. Fort Jones 

CA 96032. For more information you can call them at 

(530)468-5287 or email at meredeth@sisqtel.net. If you are 

unsure where your closest rehabilitation facility is, check out 

the CDFW website.  

Meet Scott Valley’s Wildlife Rescue Center  

Cyrus is a Golden Eagle that was found with a broken leg. Rick 

and Nancy took him in and after two months, they were able to 

release him back where he was found. Years later, he is still a 

common sight, soaring above the ranch he was released back 

on to. (Rick releasing Cyrus in photo on right.) 
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May Snow Survey Results  

  FORT JONES, CA – Employees of the Klamath National Forest have completed the May 1
st
 

snow surveys. These measurements are a part of the statewide California Cooperative Snow Survey 
program, to help the State forecast the amount of water available for agriculture, power generation, rec-
reation, and stream flow releases later in the year. 
 According to the current measurements, the snowpack has a below-average depth of 19%, and a 
below-average water content of 21%, as assessed against historical averages for May 1

st
. The May 

snowpack is much decreased from the near average conditions of April. Although there were several 
April storms, unseasonably warm temperatures for much of the month created circumstances that al-
lowed for a relatively rapid snow melt com-
pared to normal. 
 The snow surveys are measured 
monthly during the winter and spring months 
(February to May). District employees travel to 
specific sites to collect information about snow 
accumulation in the mountains of the Klamath 
National Forest, west of Scott Valley. The 
measuring sites are designated locations that 
quantify snow depth and moisture content. 
Snow site locations vary, with some located 
close to forest roads while others require hours 
of travel by snowshoe and snowmobile. 
 Snow depth and water content are 
measured by a snow sampling tube with a cut-
ter end that is driven through the snow pack, 
measuring depth. The snow core is then 
weighed to determine the water content (water 
equivalent). The information is forwarded to the State of California, where the data is compiled with other 
snow depth reports and becomes part of the California Cooperative Snow Surveys program.  

 

Overview of spring conditions on the Etna 

Mountain site near Etna Pass, March 31, 

Photo of snow conditions at the “Swampy 

John” site, near Etna Summit on Sawyer’s Bar 

Road.  April 28, 2016. 

The data is managed by the California 

Department of Water Resources, and 

more information is available on their 

website at 

http://cdec.water.ca.gov/snow. All news 

releases, including past snow survey 

results, are posted on the Klamath Na-

tional Forest’s website at 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/newsarchives/kl

amath/newsarchive. 

http://usda.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ce09c47eaa3f5874ace60f55&id=43dc866863&e=a9eed2c212
http://usda.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ce09c47eaa3f5874ace60f55&id=43dc866863&e=a9eed2c212
http://usda.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ce09c47eaa3f5874ace60f55&id=6f848ae219&e=a9eed2c212
http://usda.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ce09c47eaa3f5874ace60f55&id=6f848ae219&e=a9eed2c212
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Oak woodlands and savannas are among 

the richest wildlife habitats in Oregon and 

California. Oak habitats provide some de-

gree of food or cover for more than 300 spe-

cies, such as the acorn woodpecker, Colum-

bia white-tailed deer, and western gray 

squirrel. They are also among the most 

threatened ecological communities in the 

Pacific Northwest — current estimates indi-

cate a loss of over 30% of oak woodlands in 

California, and a loss of 50% to 90% of oak 

habitat in the Pacific Northwest since the 

start of European settlement in the mid-

1800s. Moreover, many of the remaining 

oak habitats face a variety of stressors and 

cannot persist under such conditions. The 

future of oak habitats is highly dependent 

on active conservation by private landown-

ers. Incentive programs that provide finan-

cial and technical assistance to help land-

owners make a difference on their lands are 

available. 

UNDER THE NEW KLAMATH-ROGUE OAK WOODLAND HEALTH & 

HABITAT CONSERVATION PROJECT, landowners with oak habitats 

in Southwest Oregon and Northern California can get financial and 

technical assistance to enhance wildlife habitat, reduce wildfire risk, 

and protect and promote oak woodland connectivity.  

Threats to Oak Habitats  

More than 90% of pre-settlement oak habitats have already been cleared to make way for farms, urban areas, and oth-

er human developments. In remaining oak habitats, active fire suppression has altered the natural disturbance process 

of frequent, low-intensity fires that historically helped maintain oak habitat structure. As a result, stands have become 

greatly overstocked, reducing habitat quality, building fuel loads, and increasing the risk of catastrophic wildfire. Major 

threats to oak habitat quantity and quality include: 

 Conifer encroachment. Fire suppression has allowed conifers, like Douglas-fir, to encroach and outcompete oak 
trees. Oak trees will not tolerate shading.  

 Loss of habitat structure. Large-diameter oak trees with mushroom-shaped canopies that provide the limb struc-
ture, cavities, and acorn production required by many wildlife species have been lost. Remaining oaks are not devel-
oping the same structural traits due to overcrowding by young oaks and other trees.  

 Exotic invasive species. Exotic plant species like Scotch broom, Himalayan blackberry, and English hawthorn, have 
invaded the understory communities, resulting in increased fuel loads and degraded habitat.  

 Land use conversion. Oak habitats continue to be converted to other uses, such as cropland, vineyards, and residen-
tial development.  
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What can landowners do and where can they find help? 

The NRCS, Lomakatsi Restoration Project, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, Klamath Bird Observatory and others are bringing funding 

and technical resources together with the singular goal of helping 

landowners restore, protect and maintain oak habitats. This in-

cludes developing a tailored management plan, project implementa-

tion, contracting, and monitoring. Restoration practices typically 

include thinning to reduce encroaching vegetation and tree densi-

ties, exotic brush control, prescribed fire and native grass seeding to 

promote the development of healthy, structurally-diverse oak habi-

tats over time. 

Financial assistance programs Regional Conservation Part-

nership Program (RCPP) 

The Klamath-Rogue Oak Woodland Health and Habitat Conserva-

tion Project is promoting conservation practices that help restore 

declining oak habitats on private lands. The project is a strategic, 

landscape-scale effort to focus partner resources on restoring priori-

ty oak habitats. Financial assistance for landowners is being provid-

ed primarily through the NRCS’ Regional Conservation Partnership 

Program (RCPP). Landowners who agree to participate and are se-

lected for funding may receive assistance from NRCS and partners 

to develop restoration and management plans. Funding Programs: 

NRCS Farm Bill Programs: Regional Conservation Partnership Pro-

gram (RCPP); USFWS: Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program. 

What’s at Stake? 

If our rare oak habitats are not restored, protected and 

maintained, important ecological functions could be lost for-

ever. With over 300 species of wildlife using oak habitats 

during their life cycle, continued habitat loss and degrada-

tion will result in more of these species becoming imperiled. 

Currently, 45 of those oak-associated species are already 

considered to be ‘at-risk’. Additionally, overstocked and un-

managed oak stands present an increased risk of cata-

strophic wildfire. Unnaturally intense wildfires not only re-

sult in habitat loss, but they threaten residences and rural 

communities. Because oaks are an extremely slow-growing 

species, recovery of lost habitats may take several genera-

tions. It is critical to act today to reverse these trends. 

Who to Contact  

For more information or to apply for Farm Bill programs contact your local USDA Service Center:  

Jackson County, Oregon: Contact Erin Kurtz  

Central Point Service Center. Phone: (541) 664-1070  

Siskiyou County, California: Contact Jim Patterson  

Yreka Service Center. Phone: (530) 842-6123  

For More Information about Lomakatsi Restoration Project  

Visit www.lomakatsi.org or call (541) 488-0208  
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Funding for the SRWC and newsletter is provided by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and the Bella 

Vista Foundation.  Funding for Beaver Management and Enhancement is provided by the Bella Vista Founda-

tion, the Klamath River Coho Enhancement Fund, and the USFWS. 

SRWC also has a tremendous volume of volunteer hours donated each month along with private financial     

donors who support the mission of the Council and their restoration efforts within the Scott River watershed. 

 

Board of Directors     

Mike Bryan, Michael Stapleton, Anne Hilton, Larry Alexander, Steve Ziegler,  

Craig Thompson, Betsy Stapleton,    

Staff 

Brenda Hurlimann, Peter Thamer,  Erich Yokel, Wade DeDobbeleer, Hillary Plank, Charnna Gilmore 

Are beaver causing you heartburn? 

Scott River Watershed Council can help 

mitigate beaver problems, so call us! There 

are many methods of minimizing  potential 

issue caused by these busy critters. There 

are devices used to discourage beavers 

from plugging up irrigation gates and the 

SRWC can assist with installation. Tree cag-

ing can be done to protect the riparian 

corridor while a pond  leveler is used to 

help manage the water level of a beaver 

pond.   

The Scott River Watershed Council cooperatively        

seeks to provide community based solutions                           

in order to enhance local resources                                              

and provide leadership for science based restoration 

planning and innovative conservation projects. 

Like us on Facebook 

www.scottriverwatershedcouncil.com  

Office: (530)467-5511      

Email: coordsrwc@sisqtel.net 


