
FALL 2015 
CREATING COMMUNITY-BASED SOLUTIONS 

 UPCOMING EVENTS  

 SRWC Safe Harbor Informational Forum—Nov. 10th at 6:30 p.m. located at the SRWC office. 

 SRWC Board Meetings - 11:00 a.m. at Bob’s Ranch House. Join us the second Tuesday of every  

 month for SRWC updates and new watershed related presentations at each meeting. 

 The Siskiyou RCD meets the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00pm in Etna City Hall.  

…...and The Bad 

Puncturevine (Tribulus terrestris) is a toxic weed found in pastures, roadsides 

and fields. It is an annual weed that grows flat along the ground and produc-

es a sharp burr (goathead) and small yellow flower. It can be harmful to live-

stock, bike tires, and thin shoe soles.  Puncturevine spreads through seed distri-

bution making control efforts somewhat difficult. It is crucial to remove the 

plant before seeding to stop spread. For obvious reasons, mowing is ineffec-

tive and tires can cause further spreading by transferring the burrs to new lo-

cations. There are herbicides available to help remove the weed but the most 

effective method is to pull it with either a hoe or the spike end of a hammer. If 

pulled after seeding then be sure to remove all possible spines from the 

ground and clear any other items that may have been punctured in order to 

stop the spread. Update to Previous Newsletter:  Featured “bad” Water Hemlock (Cicuta doug-

lasii) was actually Poison Hemlock (Conium maculatum). While both are found in Siskiyou County, 

Poison Hemlock is more prevalent on the valley floor and is considered less toxic. 

Siskiyou County is home to approximately 17 different species of bats. They 

reside in caves, buildings, under bridges and in forests. These local critters 

play a huge roll in keeping the insect population under control.  A main 

component of a bats diet consists of moths. This makes bats an invaluable 

agricultural asset given that moth larva feed on crops. Bats can also be 

found enjoying flying ants, weevils, stink-bugs and ground beetles. The so-

cial behaviors of bats are quite fascinating. For example, the adults begin 

their feeding frenzy at sunset when they emerge in a column and leave the 

young behind in a group to keep each other safe. The typical lifespan  of a 

bat averages 15 years. Amazing! Mothers give birth to only one pup per lit-

ter and nurse offspring until they are able to fly (about 5 weeks). Unfortu-

nately,  populations are dwindling due to disturbances and habitat destruc-

tion. Predators of these mammals consists of birds of prey as well as cats 

and dogs.  As one can gather, bats are beneficial to our ecosystem. Next 

time you see these little guys flying around, please say thanks and share 

your knowledge of the bat world to your neighbor. For more information on bats 

and other wildlife in our area contact the USFS at 530-842-6131 and the USFWS at 530-842-

5763. 
 

Featured Flora and Fauna– The Good …. 
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        At the Ranch , 

  Bryan-Morris ranch has been active in Siskiyou County 

since 1856. They specialize in alfalfa, orchard grass mix and 

wheat along with Suffolk and Hampshire cross sheep and An-

gus commercial cross cattle. Most recently, the ranch has 

been a research site for some breakthrough restoration analysis 

through UC Davis. They are currently looking into the impact of 

non-irrigation season flooding of farmland (in the case of the 

Bryan-Morris ranch they used alfalfa) as a means of replenish-

ing groundwater. Studies have shown that this method can 

replenish aquifers with little to no harm to the crops or wells. 

Another positive benefit of this flooding method is the diver-

sion of water during heavy flow events. This can lower the im-

pact of 

high dam-

age flood-

ing down-

stream. Due to ever-pressing drought is-

sues, this just may be the hot ticket to not 

only maximizing groundwater recharge 

but also minimizing the damaging effects 

of flooding. In this experiment,140 acre-

feet of water was added to a 10-acre al-

falfa field in a small amount of time. This is 

more than double the water the field 

usually gets in an entire year. Morris ob-

served that the ground was saturated 

before the experiment due to rainfall;  yet was still able to absorb much more. Since the al-

falfa was dormant at the time, added water had no ill effect on the crop. The only down-

side, more weeds. You can learn more about on-farm flooding and other types of ground-

water banking at dahlke.ucdavis.edu.  

 

 

MEET ONE OF ScOTT VallEy’S WOrkiNg laNdScapES :   

For more cute photos, sales and updates, check out the Bryan-Morris 

Facebook page or their website at www.bryan-morrisranch.com ! 
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Siskiyou Resource Conservation District 

-Sugar Creek Survey-  

 A snorkel survey was completed on June 19th 2015 from the mouth of 

Sugar Creek upstream through the Post Assisted Woody Structure (PAWS)     

project site. The purpose of this survey was to assess possible influence of resto-

ration projects on the relative fish abundance. At the time of the survey there was complete 

surface water connectivity through the 

reach as well as into the Scott  River. 

 Juvenile salmonids were en-

countered in all habitat units surveyed 

and were found utilizing various aquat-

ic environments including pools, glides, 

and low gradient riffles. Fish utilized el-

ements of cover (eg. overhanging 

banks, woody debris, emergent and 

aquatic plants) and were also found in 

open slow flatwater or riffle currents. 

Steelhead/rainbow trout were the 

most numerous fish with individuals 

ranging in size from recently emerged 

(20-30 mm) to one year residents 

(around 100 -150+ mm).  

Coho were generally found to be right around 60 mm with several larger individuals noted 

(approximately 80-100 mm) however, it is un-

clear whether these juveniles are large age 0 or 

small age 1 fish. No fish were harmed during the 

survey.  

 

 

 

The high density of emergent plants within the PAWS impoundments provided thick cover for 

multiple species. Visibility was excellent through this section and well mixed water temperatures 

were recorded at 16 °C.  Visible distortions in water clarity were observed as a result of the vari-

ations in water quality and thermal stratification.   For more information please contact the 

SRCD at (530)467-3975. 

Lower PAWS at the time of the survey (Photo curtesy of the 

Siskiyou RCD)  

Coho and trout young of the year utilizing the 

lower PAWS impoundment (Siskiyou RCD ) 

Chinook young (Siskiyou RCD).  
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“The Scott River Watershed Council  

Cooperatively seeks solutions  

to enhance local resources  

and facilitate community  

collaboration on watershed issues.” 

www.klamathbird.org  

Get to know 

your   

watershed!!! 

Do you know your Scott Valley Birds? 

Quiz Answers:   

4. Yellow-rumped Warbler 

3. Willow Flycatcher 

2. Common Yellowthroat 

1. Golden-crowned Sparrow 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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Funding for the SRWC and newsletter is provided by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and the Bella 

Vista Foundation.  Funding for Beaver Management and Enhancement is provided by the Bella Vista Founda-

tion, the Klamath River Coho Enhancement Fund, and the USFWS. 

SRWC also has a tremendous volume of volunteer hours donated each month along with private financial   

donors who support the mission of the Council and their restoration efforts within the Scott River watershed. 

 

   Board of Directors     

•Mike Bryan   •Michael Stapleton   •Anne Hilton   •Larry Alexander   •Steve Ziegler   •Craig Thompson 

  Chairman- Betsy Stapleton   Executive Director- Charnna Gilmore  

Are Beavers Causing you Heartburn?  

 Scott River Watershed Council can 

help mitigate beaver problems, so call us! 

There are many methods of minimizing  po-

tential issue caused by these busy critters. 

There are devices used to discourage bea-

vers from plugging up irrigation gates and 

the SRWC can assist with installation. Tree 

caging can be done to protect the ripari-

an corridor while a pond  leveler is used to 

help manage the water level of a beaver 

pond.   

Like us on Facebook & 

visit our website at  www.scottriverwatershedcouncil.com  

Office: (530)467-5511     Email: coordsrwc@sisqtel.net 

591 Collier Way Etna, CA 96027 or P.O. Box 25 Etna, CA 96027 


